International Conference on Education, Language, Literacies, and Literary Studies
(ICONELS)
Volume 02 Nomor 01

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION,

LANGUAGE, LITERACIES, AND LITERARY STUDIES httDZ//dX.dOi .orq/1 0.63011/iconels.v2i1.70

The Polysemic Interpretation of the Verb $J: A Semantic Analysis of

Articles from Qiandao Ribao ( (FSZHIR) )

Amira Eza Febrian Putri'’; Karina Fefi Laksana SantiZ; Miftakhul Ikhwandana3

' Universitas Negeri Malang, Indonesia, febrian.putri.fs@um.ac.id
2 Universitas Negeri Malang, Indonesia, karryna.sakti.fs@um.ac.id
3 University of Research, Indonesia, miftakhul.ikhwandana.2202426@students.um.ac.id

*Corresponding author: Abstract
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febrian.putri.fs@um.ac.id which a single word has multiple related meanings. In Mandarin,

the verb 3T (d3) is a commonly encountered polysemous word in
basic Mandarin language learning. This study aims to analyze the
various meanings of the verb #J (d3) using a qualitative approach,

focusing on its contextual usage. Using the Qiandao Ribao ( {F

2 HE)Y ) newspaper, edition of December 1, 2023, as the
primary data source, this study identifies the semantic variations
of $T (d3) based on its collocations and surrounding context. The

findings reveal that 3J (d3) has 19 diverse meanings, ranging from
physical actions and communication to abstract expressions. This
research contributes to a deeper understanding of polysemy in
Mandarin and enriches insights into the cognitive processes
involved in meaning interpretation in foreign language learning.
It is hoped that this study will serve as a significant reference in
the semantic course, particularly in analyzing polysemous verbs
like ¥J (d3), which will become an analytical study material for
students.
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Introduction

Semantics is a branch of linguistics that studies meaning in language, both in terms of
lexical meaning and contextual meaning. The term "semantics” comes from the Greek word
semantikos which means "to signify” or "to contain meaning” (Nafinuddin, 2020). In modern
linguistic studies, semantics not only focuses on the literal meaning of a word, but also
encompasses meaning relationships, conceptual structures, and variations of meaning in
different contexts. Therefore, understanding semantics is key in the process of learning and
mastering a language, particularly foreign languages such as Mandarin, which has complex
lexical and grammatical characteristics.

One interesting phenomenon in semantic studies is polysemy, which is a condition where
one form of language (word, phrase, or expression) has more than one meaning. Polysemy
differs from homonymy because the various meanings are still within one interconnected
conceptual domain (Cruse, 2002). In Mandarin, polysemy is very commonly found, especially
in the verb class which often experiences an extension of meaning based on the context of

use. One of the most productive polysemous verbs in Mandarin is the verb ¥J (da), which
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lexically means 'to hit' or 'to attack.’ However, in everyday linguistic practice, the meaning
of the verb T has expanded very widely, surpassing its literal meaning.

Examples of the usage of the verb #J that show variations in meaning include ¥JEEiF (“to
call"), 3TZ or ¥JHY ("to take a taxi"), &t ("to get an injection"), and FT85EK ("to play

basketball”). These variations in meaning indicate that ¥J does not always carry a physical

meaning of hitting, but can function as part of a verb phrase with idiomatic or pragmatic
meanings that cannot be directly interpreted literally. Such shifts in meaning demonstrate
a process of semantic expansion through conceptual associations, metaphors, as well as

changes in syntactic functions.

Research on the polysemy of the verb #J has been conducted by several researchers, from
the perspectives of lexicography, cognitive semantics, and syntactic analysis (Ou, 1993; Da,
2005). However, most of these studies focus on the use of #¥J in Standard Mandarin in China
or are based on data from spoken and written language corpora from mainland China.
Research on the meaning variations of the verb 7 in the context of Mandarin use in diaspora
communities, particularly in Southeast Asia, is still relatively limited.

Therefore, this article aims to examine the interpretation of the polysemous verb #J

through semantic analysis of articles in Qianddo Ribao ( {(FZHI&) ), which is a Mandarin-
language newspaper published in Indonesia and serves as an important medium for the
Chinese-Indonesian community. Qiand3o Ribao provides an authentic corpus of written
Mandarin that reflects the local context and the dynamics of Mandarin usage outside of
China. Through this study, it is hoped that distinctive meaning patterns of the verb J can

be discovered, which may differ from its usage in mainland China, as well as provide insights
into the influence of the socio-cultural environment on the expansion of lexical meanings.

The specific aims of this study are first to identify the various meanings of the verb #7 in

articles from Qiand3o Ribao; second to analyze the context of the verb ¥J's occurrence and
explain the semantic mechanisms underlying its meaning variations; third to examine the
interrelations among the meanings of the verb #T based on Lexical Semantics theory and the
concept of polysemy; and fourth to present reflections on the impact of polysemy in
Mandarin language learning for Indonesian speakers, especially regarding understanding
contextual meanings and translation. This research aligns with the findings of Rizka and
Wibisono (2020), which show that the verb #T has a wide range of meanings determined by
the sentence context and the accompanying phrase structure. Therefore, understanding the
variations of meanings of polysemous verbs like #¥] is important not only for linguistic

interests but also for learning and translation in the context of teaching Mandarin as a foreign
language in Indonesia.

This research uses a qualitative descriptive approach with a corpus-based semantic
analysis method. The data consists of news articles, opinions, and event reports from
Qiand3ao Ribao published between 2020 and 2024. The analysis process is carried out through

the identification of syntactic constructions containing the verb #J, classification of

meanings based on sentence context, and interpretation of meanings using Lexical Semantics
theory (Cruse, 2002) and a prototypical approach. Through this approach, it is expected to
obtain a comprehensive and representative mapping of meanings regarding the use of the

verb 7T in the linguistic practices of the Chinese-Indonesian community.
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Thus, this article not only contributes to the study of polysemic semantics in the Chinese
language but also enriches the understanding of the dynamics of the Chinese language, as
well as providing practical implications for teaching Chinese in Indonesia.

Method
This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach with a contextual semantic analysis
method. The purpose of this approach is to examine and describe the variations of meaning

of the verb T as a form of polysemy in the context of its use in authentic Mandarin texts.

The focus of the research is directed towards the meaning of the verb #7J in written discourse

found in news articles.
The data sources in this research come from articles published in the Mandarin-language

newspaper Qiandio Ribao (T H#R) edition of December 1, 2023. This newspaper was

selected because it represents the use of Mandarin in the context of formal journalism used
by the Chinese community in Indonesia. The articles in this edition cover various topics such
as main news, social issues, culture, economy, and opinion.

Data collection is carried out through the following steps. First, identify the text by
carefully reading all articles in the December 1, 2023 edition to find all occurrences of the

verb ¥J. The second stage is data extraction. Sentences or phrases containing the verb #J

are quoted and copied into an analysis table format, accompanied by the sentence context
and information about the type of article. The third stage is filtering. Only the usage of the

verb #7 that has the potential for double meaning or polysemy is selected for further analysis.

Data were analyzed using the approach of lexical semantic analysis (Cruse, 2002) while
considering the theory of prototypical polysemy. The analysis was conducted through several
stages, namely contextual analysis, meaning classification, meaning mapping, and tendency

analysis of meanings. In the contextual analysis stage, each occurrence of the verb ¥J was

analyzed based on the sentence context to interpret the actual meaning displayed. In the
meaning classification stage, the identified meanings were categorized into groups of
primary meanings, such as physical actions, communication activities, commercial activities,
sports, and idiomatic usage. In the meaning mapping stage, the relationships between

meanings were mapped to identify the semantic structure of the verb #¥J and to see the
connections between its literal meaning and its derived meanings. In the tendency analysis
stage, the frequency of the verb ¥J was analyzed in each meaning category to observe

dominant patterns in journalistic usage.
To maintain the validity and reliability of the analysis, data validation was conducted

through triangulation of theories and dictionary references, such as Xiandai Hanyu Cidian ()

iXiE1a8E) and The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary, as well as previous studies (Ou, 1993;

Da, 2005; Cristee, 2009). In addition, the researchers also conducted cross-checking with
Mandarin language experts to ensure that the interpretation of meanings is appropriate to
the relevant linguistic and cultural contexts.

Results
Data Description
Based on the data analysis from the news article Qiand3o Ribao dated December 1,

2023, variations in the meaning of the verb ¥J were found to appear in various sentence

contexts. The following are the meanings of the verb 7T in each sentence.
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1. (B3R, AZBKEIHARERHIZRRE, 518, 56 17)
. TTHIEIRENJE E ZhRHE (SND &1, BENFRTIE M. %48, FFENARTTS.
... shichdng anzhao Yinni Gudéjia Bidozhun (SNI) jianzao, zhi zai wéi youke ddzao yige
ganjing, anqudn, shishi de gongzhong shichdng.
... The market is built according to the Indonesian National Standard (SNI) with the aim
of creating a clean, safe, and comfortable market for visitors.

2. (5B5 R, INKBE=ESRETEB 2023 FHEHER, F 18, H31P)
TERX—R, BRALZIAIZ AR R AE H OB R I TRES, THAE CERHIRRSE M,
Zai zhé yitian, méi weéi ldoshT hé xuéshéng dou fahurt ziji de xidngxiangli hé dongshdsu
néngli, ddban chéng ziji xihuan de Ou- Méi juése, ...

On this day, every teacher and student channels their imagination and skills to dress up
as their favorite Western movie characters., ...

3. (585, PEAFSENERINIENEREEESEIKIBITE, B3, 5
811
...... XL AT e e R BRACE T IMITRZR 2], Al S i Re, | 2E A
... huanying ai dd pingpang de qiuyéu huo zisdnmen ldi lianxi, shi shénti jiankang,
gudngjiao péngydu.
... Friends or children who enjoy playing table tennis are invited to come and play; it
keeps the body healthy and allows you to make many friends.

4. (556 hR, BIAIMEAEFTEION:, E 488, 55217)
...... fE R R, RSB O E 3 &5 BEoRRPAT; .
... shiyong didn fu xidodu, dd quan cashi dao shangkéu wai zhou 3 zhi 5 limi jiké; ...
... Use iodine to clean the dirt, wipe in a circular motion 3 to 5 cm around the wound.

5. (SB7hR, MIUBEKFNERE, 5528, $£1517)
...... NS RE WA S HE A A5 4T TR, SRS 57,
... wei jintian Xianggdng xuéshéng yuedu féngqi pdiming shijié di- er ddxia jichd, lixia
hanmd-gdngldo.
... laying the foundation for students in Hong Kong today to rank second in the world in
terms of reading culture, and making a significant contribution.

6. (568 hR, 2023 EEIKMHER: MIFHFIRESTE TENER=E BF

U15 ZHAEMHENSTE, 838, $317)
B R 20— R, EATER S, R ST B AT,
Ydn Yiténg hé Wadng Yidi yivang, xihuan dd danyi jiézou, zhe shi houxu xdyao tigao de
difang, ...
Yan Yutong, like Wang Yidi, enjoys playing single rhythms. This needs to be improved for
the future., ...

7. (% 8 hix, 2023 EEHKMHER: WFHFHIPRESTE TENEHK=E B

U15 ZEAEMFERATE, 56 10 B, 5 117)
TRZZIE A TITHIER, XA H AT E e PVBARAEAE A ),

4
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Xa Yi hdishi bu shanyu dd xidoqiu, zhe shi mugidn Zhonggué pingpang dui zhéngtri
cunzai de wenti ...

Xu Yi is still not good at 'ball slicing'. This is an overall problem for the Chinese table
tennis team., ...

8. (%8R, 2023 EEIXHER: MTHIMRESTE TENEHR= BF

U15 ZHAEMHENSE, % 11 R, $217)
B PIAE B S FE R R IE AT AN /N RS, AR e g8 4 - — T it
Qidn ligng nidn de Shiptngsai Chén Yi hdi dd bu ying Xidoydn Ydocai, jinnidn Shipingsai
zhongyu yixuégianchi.
In the last two years of the World Table Tennis Championship, Chen Yi could not defeat
Ojio Haruna, but this year's World Table Tennis Championship, Chen Yi finally redeemed
her humiliation.

9. (58 kR, 2023 FEHKHERE: WFHMIPRESTE FEMEHR=C BFU15 L

BEMHENSTE, E 13 R, $117)
o TERTPEAT R ST, MRS =R 1114 T,
VURILLEERE 11:6 =, BTN, ...
... zai qgian ligng ju ddchéng 1:1 de gingkuang xia, Lin Shidong zai di-san ju 11:4 ndxia,
di-si ju bisai shi 11:6 ndxia, yue dd yue qingsong, ...
... With the first two games tied at 1:1, Lin Shidong won the third game 11:4 and the
fourth game 11:6. The more he played, the easier it became., ...

10. (5 8 hR, 2023 EEKMHERE: WFMIFRESTE FENEHK=€ BF

U15 ZHAEMHPETE, 5% 14 R, 5117)
...... TG AR 37 55 B R BRI ST 1, TR0 5 I B s
... Wén Ruibo zai zhé chdng ndndan juésai queshi ligongle, dddiao duifang de zui gidng
duishéu.
... Wen Ruibo really made his contribution in the men'’s singles final by defeating his
strongest opponent..

1. (58 iy, HnAmRBR: RARLEREZRENASET TRIEE 5N
M S, 52 B B 247D
...... H= R T AT 134 40 FHRSUE, ....
... di-san ju Zhou Yuelong ddchd dangan 134 fén zaici lingxian, ...
... In the third game, Zhou Yuelong scored 134 points in one shot and regained the
lead., ...

12. (3£ 8 hR, HARRE: RREERE_RENASHT T
RIS e Mz R v, 55 4 B, BB 247)
29 M, hEBRGE T RIS IR O, THEFBTHE, ...
29 ri, Zhonggud giuyudn Ding Junhut zai di-er lun bisai bigoxian chdse, ddchd san gan
dangan po bdi, ...
On the 29th, Chinese player Ding Junhui performed well in the second round and scored
100 points in three single strokes., ...
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13. (5 10 bR, “EEEC"SBEREDARRENG? |, 588, H11D

...... B RGEA TR, ..
.. Guéminddéng yéule dd xudnzhan de diqi, ...
. The Kuomintang has confidence to campaign (in the elections), ...

14. (58 11 R, KEENTEBSUDHBRPOERSIEERHS —RNLR
FE, F2EB 51
...... VINRERRS AT B ...,
.. chénchudn huo aihdngwu ddlao, ...
.. rescue of sunken ships or navigation obstacles for ships, ...

15. (B 11 M, (1F5) aFFURIMIKES: B SUUIR” Bk ™ HE”,
8B, 14T
...... AR AR PR/ AT IS, #R B E S EE, Winh Rk,
... Zdo xi€ nidn nénghu hén shdo zhuzhong pinpdi ddzao, dou shi yi luékuang y1 luokuang
de mai, shichdngjia bijiao dr.
... In previous years, farmers paid less attention to brand development, selling basket
after basket, resulting in relatively low market prices.

16. (3B12hR, BN-KRE, B19E, F417)
BBk, AR, FREIRAFZUNEFHITER T, WhAE S50,
Zhudntou wang qu, gusbugiran, Wang Qinidn zhengzai pangbian tdohdo de dd zhe shanzi,
mdnlidn de bushé yi béishang.
Turning around and looking, of course as expected, Wang Qinian was fanning himself
beside him, his face full of reluctance and sorrow.

17. (B12hR, BN-KE, $26E, F£117)
YLIE[A], ZARMIRT B — LR Y, FHRYL B2 NHARH AT, THEMKT, ANH
ERAERE, ...
Shuéhua jian, hidrdan céng chéngmén li shichd yT pi junmd, kan na mdshang zhT rén que
bushi shénme guanyudn, ddban xiang weéi jiading, buydu ré dé zhong guan zhdmu, ...
While talking, suddenly a horse came galloping out of the city gate. Its rider was not an
official, but looked like a servant, which attracted the attention of all the officials., ...

18. (B13hk, (IR THRERBAREFEIRRE”, #4858 H11D
R — A E NSRRI, S A dil?
Rugué yi gé Zhongguorén ddsuan touzr meigi, gingwen nin hui géi ta shénme jianyi?
If there are Chinese people planning to invest in US stocks, what advice would you give
them?

19. (5 14 R, REEWTRBESE"HLHESLURSR, 5 28, H317)

FTBGHRE . B SR A TR AL (e — AT IR AR SRR R S B P, SEBL“ PR 7

”»
E S
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Ddpo chongtd, baoli hé xianghu shanghai wuxitazhi xunhudn de wéiyi kéxing tujing jiushi
génju Lianhéguo juéyi, shixian “lidng guo fang'an”.

The only viable way to break the cycle of conflict, violence, and endless harm to each
other is to implement a 'two-state solution’ in accordance with UN resolutions..

0 F150R, WHEIMNS: TEEHERESREMALS, 5 48, H4170

...... T S R TN 58 (PKKD) i .
... ddj7 dangdi de Ku'érdé Gongrénddng (PKK) chéngyudn.
... eradicating local members of the Kurdistan Workers' Party.

21. (3B 15 R, MEXERR“WIL"RIEINGXEHEEE, 8 18 5617

e IOJT VG RE T AR AT B e A R IR E R AR BET — #.
. Jiafang wamie Zhongfang gdo “renyi jiya” wdnqudn shi hunxidoshiféi, daodd-

vipd.

... Canada’s allegations that China is involved in "arbitrary detention” are truly misleading

(making false accusations).

22. (150, REALRFRUEARER, 28, $117)
P H 40 A G, T M I R S AR T AR R IR AT
Bdiriké xijun zhdyao tongguo féimo chuanbo, késou huo dd pénti shi shifang de weixido
feimo shi zhiyao chudnbo tujing.
The main spread of pertussis bacteria is through droplets. The main transmission route is
through droplets released when coughing or sneezing.

23. (5816 hR, IDIRFLBTIHEBDIRICENZFRR, 5B 1R, $B517)

TRV ) 2 H WAE T IIRBEAR BT AH B T AR REEE, WA — N RLh U " N 8
TG, WA G B G 1E 5 R T T —N S 24l .

Cici fangwen zhiyao mudi zaiyu jiashén yuanxiao shuangfang xianghu ligojié de chéngdu,
chdabu goujian yige yi “Zhongweén Jiaoyu” wéi zhiti de jidoliu pingtdi, cong'ér wei zhihou
de yuanxiao hézuo yu fazhdn déxia yige jianshi de jicha.

The main purpose of this visit is to deepen mutual understanding between the two
institutions and to build a communication platform with the theme ‘Mandarin Language

Education’, thus laying a solid foundation for future cooperation and development
between the institutions.

Classification of the verb meanings of 3]
Data is classified into 5 main categories of meaning, namely the literal physical
meaning which includes the use of #J that refers to physical actions such as hitting or

moving the hands, for example in the phrases ¥JE=E (playing table tennis), TR

(wiping in a circular motion), and ¥T#7 (dressing up).
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The meaning of art/music activities. The verb #7J is also found in the context of playing
music, as in the phrase ¥JE8—752Z which means to play a single rhythm.

The meaning of competitive activities/games. There is the use of the verb ¥J which
means to win or to defeat, for example in the words ¥J&R (to win), ¥JBk (to play until it
becomes), and ¥J#5 (to defeat).

The meaning of development/creation. In some contexts, ¥] means to build or create

something, as in the phrases ¥Ji& (to build/create) and ¥TF (to lay the foundation).
Idiomatic/metaphorical meanings. Some derived or idiomatic meanings emerge as a
result of the expansion of the basic meaning, but this category is more integrated into the
category above according to the context of the sentence.
The frequency of occurrence of each category indicates the dominance of meaning in
competitive activities and development, which is relevant to the theme of news articles that
are informative and analytical.

Table 1. Contextual semantic analysis of the verb ¥J

No. i Meaning Meaning Explanation / Analysis
7 (contextual Category
interpretation)
1 T dazao create, build Commercial This verb means to create or
e activities / build something of value,
Development often used in the context of
building a brand, product, or
system. This meaning has
expanded from the basic
physical meaning of 'to hit' to
the conceptual meaning of 'to
build.’
2 I daban Well-groomed Physical Showing actions to arrange or
Hy activity (self-  enhance one's appearance.
action) Still related to physical
actions, but directed towards
oneself.
3 ¥ da playing table Sports This meaning clearly refers to
fe pingpang  tennis a sports activity, where ¥J
3 literally means 'to hit’" a table
tennis ball.
4 ¥ daquan wipingina Physical Physical actions that involve
i  cashi circular motion  actions twisting or circular
i movements with the hands,
7 expanding the literal meaning
of 7 related to hand
movements.
5 T daxia laying (the Commercial /  This meaning involves the act
T foundation) construction of placing or establishing,

activities

often in the context of
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building or setting something
as a foundation.

6 4T dadanyi playingasingle  Art/ music The use of #T in the context
H Jiezou rhythm activities of playing musical instruments
- or rhythms shows an
il expansion of meaning to
= artistic activities.
7 47 da Dallslicing Sports Related to sports, where $J
ﬁ” xiaoqiu (tennis) means hitting the ball with
Bk slicing technique.
8 $T  daying to win Competitive It shows the action of 'hitting
5 activities until winning' or ‘defeating’,
this meaning has already
become metaphorical to
competition or games.
9 §I dichéng Play until| Competitive In the context of games, $JH%
R Eigog)]es (from ?tcatx]st]ce;agges means a process that results
in a change of status through
playing activities. This
meaning is metaphorical and
figurative.
10 ¥ dadiao to defeat Competitive This meaning is also
i activities metaphorical, indicating the
action of eliminating or
overcoming something or
someone.
Discussion

The results of this study confirm that the verb T has a complex polysemous nature, where
its basic literal meaning "to hit" extends to various other meanings in different contexts. In
physical contexts, the verb #7 retains its basic meaning by referring to actions involving hand
movements or strikes (Cruse, 2002).

The extension of meaning also occurs in the context of art and music, where #7J is used to
indicate the activity of playing a musical instrument or following a rhythm (Ou, 1993). This
extension of meaning demonstrates the flexibility of the verb #J in adopting more abstract

and expressive meanings, in accordance with the concept of prototypical polysemy which
emphasizes the existence of basic meaning and derived meaning through prototypical
associations (Da, 2005).

Furthermore, the competitive meaning or victory found in the verb ¥J indicates a shift

from physical meaning to metaphorical meaning related to the outcome or achievement in
a game or competition. This aligns with Cristee’'s (2009) explanation that polysemous
meanings can develop through mechanisms of meaning extension that involve the
metaphorization of literal meanings..

In addition, the meanings of development and creation indicate the expansion of the verb

$7 into a more abstract conceptual realm, often found in formal discourse such as journalistic

news articles. This usage enriches the understanding of the verb 7T as a verb that functions
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not only physically but also conceptually and culturally in modern Mandarin (Da, 2005; Ou,
1993).

The mapping of meanings conducted shows that these various meanings are interrelated
and form a semantic network that facilitates speakers in understanding and using the verb
7 in diverse contexts. This finding is also supported by data triangulation through dictionary
references and the opinions of linguistic experts, which reinforces the validity of the
meaning interpretation (Xiandai Hanyu Cidian, B XiE1RI8E).

Overall, this research shows that the verb #J in journalistic discourse functions as a

dynamic and flexible polysemous verb, capable of adjusting its meaning according to the
social and cultural context of its use, in line with the theory of lexical polysemy which
emphasizes the importance of context in determining meaning (Cruse, 2002).

Conclusion

This study shows that the verb #7 in news texts in Mandarin from the Qiando Ribao edition
dated December 1, 2023, has a wide range of meanings and reflects the complex nature of
polysemy. Through contextual semantic analysis, it was found that the verb #7 is not only
used in its basic meaning of "to hit," but also experiences an extension of meaning in various
contexts, such as physical, social, communication activities, as well as idiomatic and

conceptual meanings. In journalistic discourse, this verb can mean playing, arranging
appearances, creating something, winning, and even building foundations. This extension of

meaning shows that the verb #J follows a prototype polysemy pattern, where these new
meanings still have associative relationships with the basic meaning both semantically and
cognitively. The flexibility of the verb ¥J's meaning reflects the semantic richness in
Mandarin, as well as demonstrates how cultural and social contexts shape lexical meanings
in language practice. Thus, the verb ] becomes a strong representation of the dynamics of
meaning in the lexical structure of modern Mandarin, particularly in the realm of journalism.
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